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Changing Patterns of Immigration 

• By the late 1800s immigrants 
from northern Europe were 
known as old immigrants. 

• new immigrants were from 
southern and eastern Europe.  

• Thousands of Czechs, Greeks, 
Hungarians, Italians, Poles, 
Russians, and Slovaks came to 
the United States to find new 
opportunities and better lives. 



Arriving in a New Land 

• Most traveled in steerage — an ŀǊŜŀ ōŜƭƻǿ ŀ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ 
deck where steering mechanisms were located.  

• Steerage tickets were inexpensive, but the cabins 
were hot, cramped, and foul-smelling. 



Immigrant Neighborhoods 
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• Describe the 

neighborhoods 
that immigrants 
moved into 

• Why did they 
move to these 
places? 



Adjusting to a New Life 

• Some immigrant communities formed benevolent societies 
which these aid organizations offered immigrants help in 
cases of sickness, unemployment, or death. 

• Many immigrants lived in tenementsτpoorly built, 
overcrowded apartment buildings. 



Finding Work 

• Having come from rural areas, few new 
immigrants were skilled in modern 
manufacturing or industrial work 

• Some immigrants worked for little pay in small 
shops or mills located in their own 
neighborhoods.  

• These workplaces were called sweatshops 
because of long hours and hot, unhealthy 
working conditions. 



Opposition to Immigration 

• Some Americans welcomed new immigrants. 

• Many business leaders wanted immigrant 
workers who were willing to work for low pay 

• Some nativists were violent toward immigrants. 

• Some labor unions also opposed immigration. 

• Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion Act, 
banning Chinese people from immigrating to 
the United States for 10 years. 
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Building Skyscrapers 

• Typical city buildings in the mid-
1800s were only five stories tall, but 
taller structures were impossible to 
construct because the building 
materials available were either too 
weak or too heavy 

• Mills began producing tons of strong 
and inexpensive steel.  

• Soon, architects such as Louis 
Sullivan of Chicago began designing 
multistory buildings called 
skyscrapers. 



Getting Around 

• Taller buildings made it possible for more 
people to live and work in city centers. 

• This increased the need for mass transit- 
public transportation designed to move many 
people. 

• Cities developed: elevated trains, Subways, 
cable cars, and electric trolleys 

• Suburbs, residential neighborhoods outside of 
downtown areas 



New Ideas 

• In the late 1800s the United 
States also began to develop 
forms of mass culture, or 
leisure and cultural activities 
shared by many people. 

• The invention of the 
Linotype, an automatic 
typesetting machine, greatly 
reduced the time and cost of 
printing. 









Examples of mass culture 

• World fairs 

• Department stores 

• amusement parks 

• Frederick Law Olmsted designed Central Park 




