
Washington Leads a New Nation 
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The First President 

ÅIn January 1789 each of the 11 states that had 
passed the Constitution sent electors to choose 
the first president.  

ÅThese delegates formed a group called the 
electoral college- a body of electors who 
represent ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǾƻǘŜ ƛƴ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
president.  

ÅThe electoral college selected Washington 
unanimously, and John Adams became his vice 
president 



Organizing the Government 

ÅThe new federal government had to create 
policies and procedures that would determine 
the future of the country 

ÅA precedent is an action or decision that later 
serves as an example 

ÅThe First Congress created departments in the 
executive branch for different areas of 
national policy 



ÅCongress passed the Judiciary Act of 1789.  
ÅThis act created three levels of federal courts and defined 
their powers and relationship to the state courts. 



!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΩ Expectations for the 
Nation 

ÅMost Americans had high expectations for the 
new country.  

ÅThey wanted: 

ï Improved trade 

ïThe government to protect them 

ïA stable economy 



Capitol City 

ÅNew York City was the first capital of the 
United States, and it represented the spirit of 
the new nation.  

ÅAlthough badly damaged during the 
Revolution, the city had already begun to 
recover 



Hamilton and National Finances 
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National Debt 

ÅAs secretary of the treasury, IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ 
challenge was paying off the national debt- 
money owed by the United States  from the 
Revolutionary War 

ÅDuring the war the government raised money 
with bonds. 

Å Bonds are certificates of debt that carry a 
promise to buy back the bonds at a higher price 

ÅThe new government could not afford to keep 
this promise 



Speculators 

ÅBond holders began selling to speculators, or 
people who buy items at low prices in the hope 
that the value will rise and they can sell the items 
for a profit 

ÅHamilton wanted to pay the foreign debt 
immediately and gradually repay the total value 
of all bonds 

ÅThomas Jefferson disagreed.  

ÅHe thought the idea cheated bondholders who 
had sold their bonds at low prices 





{ǘŀǘŜǎΩ 5Ŝōǘǎ 

ÅThe South did not want to help the federal 
government pay the debts of other states 

ÅPatrick Henry said he did not believe that the 
Constitution gave Congress the power to pay 
state debts 



Moving the Capital 

ÅSouthern officials wanted to change the location 
of the ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΦ 

Å Many southerners thought that having the 
capital in New York gave the northern states too 
much influence over national policy 

ÅThe national capital was moved to Philadelphia in 
1791 for 10 years. 

Å CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΩǎ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ location, Washington 
chose a place on the Potomac River that included 
part of both Maryland and Virginia 



Jefferson Opposes Hamilton 

ÅHamilton believed in a strong federal 
government.  

ÅJefferson wanted to protect the powers of the 
states.  

ÅTheir conflict reflected basic differences in 
their opinions about democracy. 





IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ .ŀƴƪ 

ÅHamilton wanted to start a national bank 
where the government could safely deposit its 
money.  

ÅThe bank would also make loans to the 
government and businesses 

ÅHamilton knew that people who wanted to 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ strong 
reaction to the idea of a national bank, so he 
suggested limiting it to a 20-year charter 



Jefferson Opposes the Bank 

ÅBoth Jefferson and Madison believed that 
IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴΩǎ plans for the economy gave too much 
power to the federal government 

ÅLoose construction means that the federal 
government can take reasonable actions that the 
Constitution does not specifically forbid. 

ÅPeople who favor strict construction think that 
the federal government should do only what the 
Constitution specifically says it can do 



Challenges for a New Nation 
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Remaining Neutral 

ÅTensions between France and Britain began to build 
after the French people rebelled against their king 

ÅFrench Revolution- a rebellion of French people 
against their king in 1789 



The French Revolution 

ÅMany French citizens had been inspired to 
take action by the American Revolution 

ÅRevolutionaries beheaded King Louis XVI in 
January 1793 and Queen Marie- Antoinette 
later that year 

ÅA few years after the French Revolution 
started, France and Great Britain went to war 



The Neutrality Proclamation 

ÅNeutrality Proclamation stated that the 
United States would not take sides with any 
European countries that were at war 

ÅSome members of Congress criticized 
²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ideas. 

Å James Madison believed that the president 
had gone beyond his authority 



The French Question 

ÅCǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ United States, 
Edmond Genet asked American sailors to 
command privateers- private ships hired by a 
country to attack its enemies 
ÅJefferson was still upset by U.S. policy toward 

France 
ÅHe believed that the United States should back 

France because France had supported the United 
States during the Revolutionary War.  
ÅHamilton was pro-British.  
ÅHe hoped to strengthen trading ties with Britain 



WŀȅΩǎ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ 

ÅIn late 1793 the British seized ships carrying food 
to the French West Indies. 
ÅSome of the ships were neutral American 

merchant ships.  
ÅWŀȅΩǎ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ settled the disputes 
Å The British would pay damages on seized 

American ships and abandon their forts on the 
northwestern frontier.  
ÅThe United States agreed to pay debts it owed 

the British 



tƛƴŎƪƴŜȅΩǎ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ 

ÅThe Spanish disputed the border between the 
United States and Florida 

ÅWashington asked Ambassador Thomas 
Pinckney to meet with Spanish officials to 
discuss the problem 

ÅtƛƴŎƪƴŜȅΩǎ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΣ which settled the border 
and trade disputes with Spain 





Conflict in the Northwest Territory 

ÅAmericans continued to settle the Northwest 
Territory ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΩ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎΦ 

ÅSupplied by British traders with guns, Native 
Americans went to war 

ÅNative Americans defeated General Arthur St. 
/ƭŀƛǊΩǎ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ 



General Wayne Takes Command 

ÅWashington gave command of the army in the 
West to General Anthony Wayne 

ÅThey attacked Native American towns and 
burned crops 

ÅThe British no longer aided the Native 
Americans after this defeat 

ÅThe Natives realized that they were 
outmatched 



The End of Conflict 

ÅOn August 20, 1794, Native Americans fought 
²ŀȅƴŜΩǎ troops in the Battle of Fallen Timbers 
and were defeated 

ÅTreaty of Greenville, which gave the United 
States claim to most Indian lands in the 
Northwest Territory 



The Whiskey Rebellion 

ÅCongress passed a tax on American-made 
whiskey in March 1791. 

ÅThe farmersΩ ŎƻǊƴ ŎǊƻǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ into 
whiskey, which was easier to transport than 
the corn. 

ÅThey believed they should be able to keep the 
money they had made from a product they 
created themselves 



Whiskey Rebellion Is Crushed 

ÅIn what became known as the Whiskey 
Rebellion, farmers lashed out against the tax 
on whiskey.  

ÅProtesters refused to pay the tax. 

Å They even tarred and feathered tax collectors 

ÅWashington personally led the army in military 
action against the rebellionτthe first and only 
time an American president has done so 



Washington Says Farewell 

ÅIn 1796 Washington decided not to run for a 
third presidential term 

ÅHe also worried about growing political 
conflicts within the nation.  

ÅWashington believed that disagreements 
between political groups weakened 
government 



WƻƘƴ !ŘŀƳΩǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ 
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The Election of 1796 

ÅFor the first time, more than one candidate ran 
for president.  

ÅPolitical parties- groups that help elect people 
and shape policies, had begun to form during 
²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ presidency 

ÅFederalist Party- wanted a strong federal 
government and supported industry and trade 

ÅDemocratic- Republican Party- Its members, 
called Republicans, wanted to limit the federal 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ 





A New President 

ÅAdams had been a leading Patriot during the 
American Revolution and had later served as a 
foreign diplomat 



The United States and France 

ÅhƴŜ ƻŦ !ŘŀƳǎΩǎ first goals as president was to 
improve the relationship between the United 
States and France 

ÅAdams sent U.S. diplomats to Paris to smooth 
over the conflict and to negotiate a treaty to 
protect U.S. shipping 

ÅThe French agreed to a treaty (with a price) 



XYZ affair 

ÅUpon hearing the disgraceful news, Federalists 
in Congress called for war with France 

ÅThe incident in France became known as the 
XYZ affair  and outraged the American public 





Preparations for War 

ÅFearing war, Adams asked Congress to expand 
the navy to a fleet of more than 30 ships. 

ÅIŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ŀ άǇŜŀŎŜ ǘƛƳŜέ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ  

ÅHe thought war with France might be 
unavoidable 

ÅAlthough Adams had asked Congress for 
military support, he did not want to go to war 
with France. 



Peace Efforts 

ÅThe United States and France eventually 
signed a treaty. 

ÅHowever, the federalists in congress still 
wanted war 

Å Adams then forced two members of his 
cabinet to resign for trying to block his peace 
efforts 



The Alien and Sedition Acts 

ÅIn 1798 the Federalist-controlled Congress 
passed four laws known together as the Alien 
and Sedition Acts.  

ÅThese laws were said to protect the United 
States, but the Federalists intended them to 
crush opposition to war 

ÅThe most controversial was the Sedition Act, 
which forbade anyone from publishing or 
voicing criticism of the federal government 



Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions 

ÅKentucky and Virginia Resolutions- argued 
that the Alien and Sedition Acts were 
unconstitutional.  

ÅThey stated that the federal government could 
not pass these acts because they interfered 
with state government 




