The Earliest Americans

Chapter 1 Section 1

BUILDING BACKGROUND The first settlers to the Americas
probably came in small groups from Asia. Over thousands ofyears,
they moved into nearly svery region of North and South America.
In the Amencas, hese people encountered, and adapted to, many
different climates and types of land,




A Migrationt a movement of people or animals
from one region to another

A Environments-climates and landscapes that
surround living things

ACulture-A & | I NP dzZLJQa &S
and traditions, including language,
government, and family relationships




First Migration to theAmericas

A Many scientists believe that the first people
arrived in North America during the last Ice
Age.

A At that time the environment changed, and
large amounts of water froze, forming glaciers.

A Waterlevels in the oceans dropped to more
than 300 feet lower than they are today

A A strip of land called thBering Land Bridge
was exposed between Asia and Alaska.
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Types of People

A Thereis evidence that people calle®blecIndians
crossed the bridge to Alaska between 38,000 and
10,000 BC.

A These people werbunter-gatherers,people who
hunted animals and gathered wild plants for food




EARLY MESOAMERICAN AND SC

AMERICAN SOCIETIES

A Some of the earliest
American cultures aros
In Mesoamerica a
region that includes the
southern part of what s
now Mexico and
northern Central
America.

A TheOlmecdeveloped
the earliest known
civilization In
Mesoamerica around
1200BC
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Mayan

A TheMayacivilization followed theDlmec

A TheMaya built large stone temples, pyramids,
and canals that controlled the flow of water
through their cities|




by conquered people

A TheAztecwere fierce warriors who migrated to
south and central Mexico in the mitil00s.

A Theyconquered many towns, built a large
empire, and controlled a huge trading network.

A TheAztec capitalTenochtitlanbecamethe
greatest city in the Americas and one of the
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A TheAztec became rich on trade and tributes ps
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Inca

A Thelncabegan as a small tribe in the Andes
Mountains

A In the mid1400s, the Inca began expanding their
empire until it included much of the western
coast of South America and had more than 12
million people.

A Thelnca people had a strong central government

and a network of roads and bridges that
connected all parts of the territory.







Native AmericanCultures

Chapter 2 Section 2

BUILDING BACKGROUND After crossing the land bridge from
Asia during the lce Age, hunter-gatherer groups spread into every
region of Morth America. Many diverse cultures formed as Matve
Americans adapted W ther differentenvironments.



EARLY SOCIETIES

A The earliest people in North America wdrenter
gatherers

A By1500 BC people in the southwestern part of North
America had farm cultures and grew maize.

A TheAnasazused irrigation to increase food production
In the dry climate

A They lived in pit houses dug into the ground and later
began to buildoueblos.

A TheAnasazoften built complex houses on cliff walls to
defend against attacks.

A Theyalso builtkivas sacred areas at the center of the
community.




Anasazi Cliff Dwellings

Dwellings like these were built into
diffs for safety. Often, ladders were
needed to reach the buildings. The
ladders could be removed, keeping
invaders from reaching the dwelllings.
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NATIVE AMERICAN CULTBREAS

A The culture of Native American people varied
depending on geography.
I Inthe far north, in presentlay Alaska and Canada,

Native Americans survived primarily by hunting and
fishing

I Farther south, along the Pacific Northwest, larger
groups thrived on the abundant wildlife

I In the drier areas of the southwest, Pueblo groups hac
to develop agriculture to adapt to the climate

I Others, such as the Apache and Navajo, formed
nomadic groups that survived by hunting, foraging,| or
raiding othervillages




SHAREBELIEFS

A Thelroquois Leaguevas an alliance of manyI
groups that defended one another

A Although they had many different cultures,
Native Americans shared certain beliefs.

A Theirreligions were linked toature

A Theybelieved that the land was for the use |of
everyone







